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Stugants quietly listen In art class at Camprell Elementary School, In Arington, VA, Jan. 14, 2014. Melina Mara/The Washington
Post/Getty

Preschool to prison: no child too young
for zero-tolerance

By Trymaine Lee BU' o T i e e

Each year, thousands of American preschoolers are suspended from public schools, a trend that
disproportionately impacts black children and sends many of them on a fast track to dropping out or
into the criminal justice system later in life.

A staggering new report released by the Department of Education and the Justice Department on
Friday highlights a troubling pattern of zero-tolerance school discipline policies that disproportionately
impact minority students in general, but also trickle down to the nation’s youngest students.

Overzealous enforcement of school discipline policies and all of the negative outcomes associated
with them are often framed around older children and middle and high school students, but the
government'’s report shows just how deeply the disparities extend.
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Researchers point to racial disparities in
school suspension, spotlight new practices

By Donna 5t. George, Published: March 14 E-mail the writer +

Two months after federal officials brought new attention to how students are disciplined in
the nation’s schools, a group of 26 researchers, educators and advocates released findings
Thursday that underscored racial disparities in suspension and pointed to promising school
practices.

African Americans and students with disabilities are suspended at “hugely disproportionate
rates,” said leaders of the group, called the Discipline Disparities Research-to-Practice
Collaborative. They also noted higher levels of suspension among Latinos and students who
are lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender.



School Safety and School Climate:
Two Core Values

% 1he Need to Keep Schools and
Communities Safe

% 1he Need to Maximize Educational
Opportunity
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