
Sponsorship Opportunities



Confirmed 
Supporting 
Associations

Dear potential partner
We are happy to announce that the 2018 ACEN National Conference will be held between October 
3 and 5 in Brisbane, Queensland.

QUT, Griffith University, and The University of Queensland are collaborating to ensure that this 
conference is the biggest and best yet. The Research Symposium and Pre-Conference Workshops 
will be hosted respectively by QUT, at Gardens Point, and Griffith University, at South Bank. The 
conference will be held in the Brisbane Convention and Exhibition Centre, South Bank.

Since the first conference, over 10 years ago, the biennial ACEN National Conference has quickly 
grown to become one of the must attend events for universities, industry partners, government, 
and community organisations nationwide — connecting you with some of the best, brightest, and 
most innovative minds in the country. We anticipate attendance by more than 200 stakeholders 
across 75 organisations from Australia and beyond.

However, we can only do this with your support. As such, we are thrilled to launch our 2018 
ACEN Conference Partnership and Event Prospectus. Here, you will find more information about 
Australian Collaborative Education Network Ltd. (ACEN) and how you can support the 2018 
National Conference.

We thank you for taking the time to read our partnership prospectus, and look forward to working 
with you as a proud sponsor of the 2018 ACEN National Conference. If you have any questions, 
feel free to email us at 2018conf@acen.edu.au

Regards,
Judie Kay
President, ACEN

Judith Smith
Chair, ACEN Conference Committee
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What is a WIL?

Work Integrated Learning 
(WIL) is an ‘umbrella term for 
a range of approaches and 
strategies that integrate theory 
with the practice of work 
within a purposefully designed 
curriculum’. Specifically, WIL 
is aimed at improving the 
employability of graduates by 
giving them valuable practical 
experience which is directly 
related to courses being studied 
at university. WIL also improves 
the transition from university 
to work and productivity 
outcomes for the employer and 
the economy.

WIL currently exists in various 
forms including: internships; 
cooperative education; work 
placements; industry based 
projects; community based 
learning; clinical rotations; 
innovation incubators; micro-
placements.

About Us
The Australian Collaborative Education Network Limited (ACEN) is the peak professional association for practitioners 
and researchers from the higher education sector, industry, community, and government representatives, involved 
in Work Integrated Learning (WIL) in Australia. 
ACEN provides strategic leadership for WIL research, scholarship and practice in Australia and was instrumental in 
developing the National WIL Strategy in collaboration with Universities Australia, Australian Chamber of Commerce 
(ACCI), Australian Industry Group (AIG ) and the Business Council of Australia (BCA). 

ACEN Conference Organising Committee
The ACEN Conference Committee is a sub-committee of the ACEN Board. This committee brings together leaders of 
WIL research and practice from across South East Queensland.
The members of the 2018 Organising Committee are:

Judith Smith QUT

Alan Blackman Griffith University

Dino Willox The University of Queensland

Debra Khokhar Griffith University

Ingrid Larkin QUT

Karen Robinson Griffith University

Ricky Tunny QUT

Faith  Valencia Griffith University

Michael  Whelan Southern Cross University

Craig Hassell Conferences Online

Elizabeth Cook University of Southern Queensland

Matthew  Campbell QUT

Anne  Rowe Macquarie University

Sonia Ferns Curtin University
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Contact Us

For more information, here’s 
how to get in contact with our 
sponsorship team.

Dino Willox
0401 696 358

Alan Blackman
07 5552 8464

Ingrid Larkin
07 3138 4069

Craig Hassell
07 5580 8677

Email
2018conf@acen.edu.au

Why Partner?
Connect with leading innovative universities, students, graduates, and alumni 
The ACEN National Conference is the best way to enhance your connections with academics, students, graduates, 
and alumni, with glowing positive feedback from previous participants. 

We invite government agencies, the corporate sector, medium and small enterprises, training and educational 
institutions to participate in this event through sponsorship. This opportunity will connect you with some of Australia’s 
leading innovative universities with whom you can engage to improve future graduate employability.

As one of our partners, we are pleased to offer a range of packages, designed to provide sponsors with varying levels 
of exposure and branding aligned with financial commitment. In return, as a conference partner, you will be provided 
you with a range of marketing opportunities, including but not limited to: 

•	 Acknowledge in our marketing and promotional activities, associating your company with the next 
generation of work ready graduates.

•	 Allow you to reach out to ACEN members, giving you an opportunity to use the event and participants as a 
way to attract new investment in your company or organisation.

•	 Access to the conference delegate list, giving you the opportunity to follow up with key stakeholders at the 
conclusion of the conference.

Appended to this document is an overview of the key sponsorship packages that are available. 

Engagement with the conference is not limited to these options: if you have specific interest or proposal for how you 
wish to engage, or for more information, please feel free to contact our team.

 

4

mailto:2018conf%40acen.edu.au?subject=Sponsorship%20Enquiry


The Event - Australia’s Premier WIL Conference

‘Australia’s future depends on strong partnerships. Enterprises, educators and the community, working 
together, improve the quality and capacity of our education systems and the innovation, breadth and 
competitiveness of our economy. These linkages are crucial if we are to succeed in meeting the challenges 
and opportunities presented by rapidly changing global realities.’ 

National WIL Strategy

The 2018 event will begin on Wednesday, October 3 ending Friday, October 5. A globally recognised conference which attracts those interested in engaging industry 
and higher education stakeholders, developing the capacity of Australia to respond to rapidly changing global realities and the dynamic future of work.

RESEARCH SYMPOSIUM

Opportunity to connect with 
stakeholders from education, 

research, industry and community 
to experience rich discussions about 
WIL. Share research and innovation 

and explore ways for WIL to continue 
to grow, influence and respond to 

the future world of work.

PRE-CONFERENCE WORKSHOPS

Opportunity to share and learn 
about current WIL good practice. 

Collaborate with students, 
educators, and practitioners from 

industry and government to discover 
how WIL practitioners are working 

to ensure that WIL remains relevant 
and cutting edge now and into the 

future.

DINNER

Opportunity to wine, dine and 
network at one of Australia’s premier 

venues for events, exhibitions and 
conferences. Strengthen existing 
relationships and establish new 

connections with stakeholders from 
education, research, industry and 

community.

AWARDS

Announced at the Dinner, the 
National WIL Awards include:

• Collaboration Award to a partner 
organisation collaborating with a 
university to provide a sustained and 
significant contribution to WIL;

• Local Hero Award to a small-medium 
enterprise partner contributing to WIL 
beyond the expectations of the size of 
their organisation
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The Numbers
We expect the 2018 event will be even larger and more exciting, and hope you will join us as we continue to take the ACEN National Conference to the next level.

We anticipate over 200 attendees from 75 universities, industry and community partners with national and international presenters. This is an invaluable opportunity 
to build awareness for your organisation and brand among an audience of academics and professionals from around Australia, New Zealand and the Asia Pacific.

Fast Facts


Gala Dinner


http://acen.edu.au/2018conference


Brisbane

Queensland


200+
Delegates


3-5 October  

2018


120+
Speakers


34+

Sessions


6

Workshops
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Key Sponsorship Opportunities
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Investment $16,500 $11,000 $5,500 $6,600 $2,750 $1,100 TBC $1,100 TBC TBC

OPPORTUNITIES 1 2 to 4 3 to 5 1 to 2 2 to 3 4+ 1 ? 1 1

Recognition in Final programme & Conference handbook      

Recognition of Conference website with hyperlinks to company website      

Signage displayed (display area dependant on package)      

PowerPoint holding slides   

Access to room - networking, workshop, or meeting space negotiable

Coffee cart negotiable *a

Opportunity for a short address (5 min) during Conference Dinner negotiable 

Opportunity for a short address (5 min) duing Welcome Reception negotiable 

Logo printed on dinner menus for Conference Dinner 

Logo printed on Conference participant lanyards 

Acknowledgement at Opening and Closing Addresses  

Acknowledgement at Conference Dinner Opening Addresses 

Acknowledgement at Welcome Reception Opening Addresses 

Acknowledgement of sponsorship in media releases & Conference collateral  

Full Complimentary Registrations to the Conference 3 2 1

Additional ticket to Conference Dinner 2

Additional ticket to Welcome Reception 2

Additional ticket to Networking Function 2

Exhibition space including display of own signage & company name    *b

Access to Delegate List   

Additional registrations at sponsors rate $795          

*a) If declined by Platinum Sponsor.  *b) Doesn’t include Registration
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The Venue
Brisbane Convention & Exhibition Center (BCEC)

We are proud to have BCEC, one of Australia’s premier venues for 
events, exhibitions and conferences, as our venue partner for 2018. 
Internationally recognised and current title holder of the world’s best 
convention centre, BCEC is Australia’s most awarded meetings and 
events venue. 

For more information, visit https://www.bcec.com.au/ 

Brisbane, capital of Queensland, is a large city on the Brisbane River. 
Clustered in its South Bank cultural precinct are the Queensland 
Museum and Sciencentre, with noted interactive exhibitions. Another 
South Bank cultural institution is Queensland Gallery of Modern Art, 
among Australia’s major contemporary art museums. Looming over the 
city is Mt. Coot-tha, site of Brisbane Botanic Gardens.

Ferries cruise the winding river. At one bend, modern skyscrapers crowd 
around the restored 1920s City Hall. Nearby, the Roma Street Parkland is 
a subtropical garden that’s home to native and endangered plants. For 
shopping, the Queen Street Mall is also in the central business district, 
and James Street in Fortitude Valley has restaurants and cafes. Further 
upriver, the Lone Pine Koala Sanctuary offers visitors the chance to hold 
koalas and hand-feed kangaroos. Out in Moreton Bay, North Stradbroke 
Island is home to an Aboriginal settlement, a former convict station and 
shipwrecks.

For more information, visit http://www.visitbrisbane.com.au/ 
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Contact Us

For more information, here’s 
how to get in contact with our 

sponsorship team.

Dino Willox
0401 696 358

Alan Blackman
07 5552 8464

Ingrid Larkin
07 3138 4069

Craig Hassell
07 5580 8677

Email
2018conf@acen.edu.au
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