
 

No Paradise Road: Conflict archaeology in Australasia and beyond 

Convenors: 
Mr John Adeney, Student, Australia 
Dr Sven Ouzman, Lecturer, University of Western Australia 
Dr Daryl Wesley, Lecturer, Flinders University 

Conflict or ‘battlefield’ archaeology is an under-researched but growing enquiry that is 
providing evidence-based findings about human conflict throughout history from hunter-
gatherer societies to modern global scale conflicts. This is a multi-scalar endeavour, covering 
lengthy global conflicts to very personal and individual accounts of actions that occurred in 
the briefest of moments. In Australasia there were conflicts among Indigenous individuals 
and groups; Frontier Wars (still unrecognised as an ‘Australian’ war), Maori wars, world 
wars, Vietnam, Afghanistan, potentially ‘wars on terror’ and so on. Methodologically, this is 
more than simply finding relics of war at specific sites of conflict, landscapes, urban centres, 
maritime situations, and home fronts. Conflict archaeology utilises inter-disciplinary 
techniques to contextualise conflict in terms of individual experience, military groups, social 
elites, gendered divisions and engagements home and away. Theoretically, insights are 
drawn from the domains of absence, healing, loss, violence in addition to mainstream 
archaeological thinking on how to find, identify and interpret what are often physically 
ephemeral sites. We seek papers that explore conflict in human society through how it 
manifests in the archaeological record, and what the implications for our understanding of 
human responses to conflict are.  

AACAI Session: Learning from the Past, Looking Towards the 
Future: disruption and innovation in cultural heritage management 

Convenors: 
Mr Andrew Costello, President, Australian Association of Consulting Archaeologists Inc. 
Mr Robyn Jenkins, Senior Archaeologist, Transport and Main Roads 

As a continually growing sector with increasing demands, CHM generates pressure for work 
to be completed at a fast pace, often without opportunity to reflect on how things could be 
done better, disrupted or for innovations to be introduced. Commercial pressures can result 
in less experienced and occasionally underqualified operators managing large heritage 
projects. Ethical concerns regarding engagement, communication, diversity, safety, client 
demands and Traditional Owners rightful concerns about the destruction of their heritage 
can challenge archaeological consultants in their role as researchers, investigators and 
communicators.  
 



 
The session will provide an opportunity for archaeological consultants to engage in a 
discourse on concerns within the industry about ethics, qualifications, research and 
collaboration with Traditional Owners, staff, sub-contractors and commercial clients. Papers 
presented will discuss how the field of archaeology, particularly cultural heritage 
management, is addressing the continual disruptions and ethical challenges in archaeology 
that must be faced and how new innovations are being included in the archaeological 
toolkit.  

Transformation in Aboriginal heritage legislation across Australia 

Convenors: 
Mrs Laura Dafter, Archaeologist, NSW Office of Environment and Heritage 
Mr Andrew Costello, Senior Archaeologist of Jacobs 
Mr Harry Webber, Director Heritage Services of Aboriginal Victoria 

 
In 1996 the Hon Elizabeth Evatt, AC reviewed the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
Heritage Protection Act 1984. The breadth of matters covered in that review established a 
baseline for governments and practitioners when reviewing legislative regimes, and pushed 
us all to re-examine the protection and management of Aboriginal cultural heritage. Some 
of the recommendations of that review have come to fruition in different states, some 
priorities have changed, and new ideas have also emerged. But it does seem clear, following 
the first wave of heritage protections in the 1970’s, that the Evatt review preceded a new 
wave of heritage reforms that are slowly moving across the States.  

This session aims to bring together regulators, policy makers, Traditional Owners, 
archaeologists and cultural heritage managers. We propose examining where each of the 
States are positioned in ‘riding the new wave’ of Aboriginal heritage legislation reform, and 
looking at what the Commonwealth is doing with the Act that the review was all about. 
Importantly, we hope to reflect on the opportunities that are presented by the current 
Aboriginal heritage legislation reform processes underway in several states. 

 
 

  



 

Arriving in Sahul: Old Questions and New Approaches 

Convenors: 
Dr Rosemary Helen Farr, Lecturer, University of Southampton, UK  
Prof Sean Ulm, Professor, James Cook University 

Over the last 50 years, there has been much speculation about the people, technologies and 
conditions that featured in the movement of people from Sunda through Wallacea to Sahul 
more than 50,000 years ago. With some of the earliest evidence for seafaring in world 
history, the peopling of Sahul in deep time involved maritime technology, skills and 
knowledge. As we piece together the fragmentary archaeological data on land and now seek 
submerged sites, furthering understandings of the maritime activities involved requires new 
approaches. Over the last decade researchers in a variety of fields from archaeology, 
oceanography, genetics, geology and modelling have investigated the nature of arrival on 
the continent, the routes, timings, marine and palaeocoastal environments encountered, 
and the potential risks involved. This session aims to address the myriad ways in which we 
can progress discussions and better understand the nature of these earliest arrivals. 
 
 

Exploring the zooarchaeological and archaeobotanical record in 
Australia through space and time 

Convenors: 
Ms Fiona Hook, PhD Candidate, University of Western Australia, Australia 
Dr Carly Monks, Research Fellow, UWA 
Dr Jillian Garvey, ARC DECRA Fellow, La Trobe University 

With high diversity and regional endemism of our flora and fauna, archaeologists working in 
Australia have developed world leading approaches to the analysis of organic material 
cultural remains. Archaeologists routinely ‘disrupt paradise’ by imposing inherent 
Eurocentric biases in analysing this unique record. The depth of time and the vast expanse 
of Australia, combined with the relatively low number of studies, has meant that the 
majority of botanical and zoological research often produces discrete regional results. This 
session will explore the current state of research into the fields of Australian 
zooarchaeology and archaeobotany. A significant part of such research involves 
experimental and experiential archaeology. 

 
 
  



 

The history of archaeology in the driest continent and its 
relationships with (less dry) adjacent regions 

Convenors: 
Dr Hilary Howes, Postdoctoral Fellow, The Australian National University, Australia 
Dr Tristen Jones, Research Assistant / Honorary Lecturer, The Australian National University 
Ms Eve Haddow, PhD Candidate, The Australian National University 

Australia’s unique natural environment has posed particular challenges to archaeologists 
seeking to shed light on the history of human settlement in the driest inhabited continent 
on earth. Archaeological models and theories developed in other parts of the world have 
largely been found to be unsuitable to the Australian context. Changing understandings of 
the permanence of geological features such as continental plates and land bridges, as well 
as changing understandings of human biological and cultural diversity, have led to 
reinterpretations of archaeological finds.  
 
Environmental conditions in the Pacific Islands and Island Southeast Asia are very different. 
However, there are numerous historical connections between archaeology in Australia and 
its adjacent regions. Many archaeologists were active in both Australia and the wider region, 
and archaeological finds have been used to support a diverse range of theories about 
migration, settlement, and cultural change throughout Australasia and the wider Pacific. 
Histories of archaeology with a national focus risk overlooking such connections. We 
welcome papers on all aspects of the history of archaeology in Australia, the Pacific Islands 
and Island Southeast Asia, especially those considering historical connections between 
archaeology in these regions. 

 
Collaboration in Queensland Cultural Heritage Management 

Convenors: 
Miss Robyn Jenkins, Senior Cultural Heritage Officer, Department of Transport and Main 
Roads, Australia 
Mrs Tanja Harding, Senior Cultural Heritage Officer, Department of Transport and Main 
Roads 

The face of archaeological practice in Queensland has changed dramatically since its early 
inception, with commercial and government bodies interacting with legislative and ethical 
challenges. It is acknowledged that Aboriginal People are the custodians of their heritage 
values, however, there has been a shift recently from a just a focus on the management and 
protection of cultural sites through to the inclusion of wider community requirements such 
as training, employment, natural resource management and business building. This all-



 
encompassing cultural heritage management not only includes archaeology, but all the 
other areas identified.  
 
This aim of this session is to discuss how the all-encompassing aspects of cultural heritage 
management have been influencing the broader Queensland environment. Collaborative 
projects are difficult and have resulted in mixed success. This session aims to discuss both 
the difficulties and the successes of these collaborative projects. With broader engagement 
and inclusive scopes there is likely to better outcomes for the community and the 
archaeological knowledge of within Queensland.  
 

Revisiting the Cumberland Plain: Urban Growth in Western Sydney 

Convenors: 
Dr Darran Jordan, Principal Archaeologist, AECOM Australia Pty Ltd  
Dr Andrew McLaren, Senior Archaeologist, AECOM Australia Pty Ltd 
Mr Luke Wolfe, Senior Archaeologist, AECOM Australia Pty Ltd 
Mr Chris Lewczak, Senior Heritage Specialist, AECOM Australia Pty Ltd 
Ms Julia Atkinson, Graduate Archaeologist, AECOM Australia Pty Ltd 
Mr Geordie Oakes, Principal Archaeologist, AECOM Australia Pty Ltd 
Ms Ameera Mahmood, Senior Heritage Architect, AECOM Australia Pty Ltd 

The Cumberland Basin, or Cumberland Plain as it is more commonly known, is one of the 
most intensively investigated archaeological regions in Australia. The impetus for much of 
this investigation has been the result of development pressures, with residential and 
commercial growth across the region necessitating a matching growth of infrastructure, 
from water pipelines to electrical cables and roads. Such development pressures have been 
ongoing since the 1980s, leading to thousands of compliance-based Aboriginal and historical 
archaeological assessments, but comparatively few academic publications or conference 
presentations. In common with many other regions of Australia, open artefact sites 
overwhelmingly dominate the Plain’s Aboriginal archaeological record and represent the 
primary source of information regarding past Aboriginal settlement and subsistence 
patterns across this major physiographic region. There are also historical sites and contact 
sites present, with complex interactions between the different elements of the historic and 
prehistoric landscapes problematized by the ongoing spread of development, prompting 
both discovery and destruction. The growth of urban development throughout Western 
Sydney shows no signs of stopping, although increasing temperatures linked to climate 
change have led to recent attempts to integrate heat mitigation technologies into 
developments and plan heat-resilient schools, businesses and communities. This session 
presents the opportunities and challenges a literal hot spot of growing heat problems, 
increasing development and growing population, gives to archaeological and heritage 



 
investigations in this geographical region. 
 
 

Disruptive or Invisible: Children and the Archaeological Record 

Convenors: 
Dr Michelle Langley, ARC DECRA Research Fellow, Australian Research Centre for Human 
Evolution, Griffith University 

Children have always made up a significant proportion of any population. Despite this fact, 
archaeologists have ignored examining the role of children in the deep past owing to two 
commonly held ideas: (1) that children are not really important because their activities do 
not make significant contributions to communities, and (2) that children are unknowable in 
non-mortuary contexts as their behaviour leaves few material traces. Furthermore, children 
are frequently seen as disrupting the ‘true’ (adult) archaeological record of changing 
economies, technologies, and ideologies. This session seeks new approaches to finding 
children in the archaeological record and explores how children could have impacted 
technological and cultural development throughout the human past. 

 
Recent Research in the Southern Moreton Bay 

Convenors: 
Dr Serena Love, Principal Research Archaeologist, Everick Heritage, Australia 
Ms Karen McFadden, Native Title and Cultural Heritage Manager, Quandamooka 
Yoolooburrabee Aboriginal Corporation 

The dynamic landscape of southeast Queensland has an immense and varied past that is of 
high cultural significance to Traditional Owners. Geomorphological and archaeological 
research has revealed that the Pleistocene landscape of Moreton Bay was dramatically 
different than today, where the current ‘islands’ were areas of higher elevation on a broad 
coastal plain. Early Holocene environmental change also altered resource availability and 
affected traditional lifeways. Aboriginal People on or near the coasts would have been 
constantly innovating and adjusting traditional practices to accommodate new 
environmental conditions. This session aims to highlight the results of recent research 
conducted in the Moreton Bay region, with an emphasis on exploring present and future 
research and management directions relating to Aboriginal and Historic Heritage.  
 
This session will be a forum to share and engage with recent research investigations by 
scholars, students, Traditional Owners and heritage consultants. Future directions, including 



 
cultural heritage management, strategies for site protection, community driven research 
and engagement, outreach and training will be discussed. We are interested in research 
relating to the impact of environmental change, continuity of traditional practices, food 
subsistence strategies, cultural pathways, migrations and/or regional synthesis models. 
Papers discussing innovative methods, novel theoretical approaches, non-invasive 
archaeological techniques or results of recent archaeological works are all welcome. 

 
Open site archaeology: New empirical and methodological 
contributions from Australia and beyond 

Convenors: 
Dr Alex Mackay, Associate Professor, University of Wollongong, Australia 
Prof Peter Veth, Professor, University of Western Australia 

In the erosional landscapes that prevail across much of Australia, surface assemblages of 
archaeological material are common. Yet such assemblages are often viewed as palimpsests 
with low information potential, a perspective which has encouraged an emphasis on rock 
shelters and the more readily resolved sequences they preserve. This approach generates 
several issues. First, rock shelters are not common in all areas. Second, even in areas where 
rock shelters occur, they account for a tiny portion of the landscapes across which people 
lived. Third, we cannot assume that rock shelters were occupied evenly through time, nor 
that a full range of past activities were undertaken within them. Understanding the past 
requires that we engage with the diversity of the record as it exists, rather than a selected 
and potentially non-representative fraction of it. In this session we bring together 
researchers working on open sites in Australia and beyond. Recent advances in data 
capture, processing and modelling increasingly allow us to extract and comprehend greater 
quantities of data, moving beyond the ‘low information potential’ problem. The papers in 
this session will discuss novel methods for dealing with open site data, and the contributions 
of recent work to disrupting prevailing narratives of the past. 

 

 
 

  



 

Changing approaches to access, control and sustainable 
management of rock art: Indigenous community collaborations 
across the southern hemisphere 

Convenors: 
Mrs Melissa Marshall, Research Fellow, Nulungu Research Institute, The University of Notre 
Dame Australia 
Prof Benjamin Smith, Associate Dean (Research) of Faculty of Arts, Business, Law and 
Education, The University of Western Australia 

Rock art provides a tangible link to the past for all humanity, evidencing an ongoing 
connection directly for Indigenous peoples worldwide. These amazing sites and creative 
legacies imbued with cultural meaning, draw visitors by the thousands as they seek to 
witness the wonder of the magnificent masterpieces. The management of visitors to these 
locations, and mitigation of associated impacts to protect and preserve the integrity of both 
the tangible fabric and intangible importance of sites is a challenge that has faced many 
over the decades. 35 years ago, Hilary Sullivan released her formative work on visitor 
management built on experiences opening up Kakadu National Park to tourists. This framed 
much of what was to come with Gale and Jacobs following later that decade and Franklin in 
more recent times.  
 
Here we explore the changing approaches developing in Australia and other countries in the 
southern continents with similar environmental conditions and management issues – of 
particular interest are the Indigenous-led collaborative and sustainable initiatives emerging 
as outstanding examples of visitor management strategies. These endeavors herald 
transformative times, suggesting that these efforts will have an important influence on the 
implementation of visitor management and cultural tourism initiatives into the future. 

 

 

  



 

Depicting Paradise: How rock art has disrupted the dominant 
archaeological paradigms of our time. 

Convenors: 
Prof Jo McDonald, Director, CRAR+M UWA, Australia 
Dr Sam Harper, Research Project Manager, CRAR+M UWA 

Comparing the index of John Mulvaney’s landmark Prehistory of Australia (1969) with its 
sequel (co-authored with Johan Kamminga) sees “rock art” references expanding from zero 
in 1969 (it is subsumed in “art, Aboriginal”) through to a plethora in 1999. Mulvaney and 
Kamminga recognised that the disciple had “expanded and diversified practically beyond 
recognition” in this 30 year time-frame. In the twenty years since then, the volume of rock 
art research being undertaken and its publication has continued exponentially. We have 
moved well beyond using the word “prehistory” as well as the early pan-continental rock art 
sequences first suggested by D.S. Davidson, Fred McCarthy and Lesley Maynard. Rock art 
has moved into new theoretical niches and away from the margins into a more mainstream 
discourse which challenges disciplinary paradigms (such as the conservative desert culture 
and art for art’s sake). Collaborative research with Indigenous partners and a concomitant 
increase in scientific techniques to contextualise the age and materiality of rock art have 
changed the questions we ask about rock art. This session brings together rock art 
researchers to reflect on what we now know and how rock art has developed over the last 
50 years as an archaeological discipline and community. The papers in this session will 
demonstrates how rock art provides more nuanced ways of understanding Australia’s past. 

Disrupting Materiality. Archaeology and heritage seen through the 
mind’s eye 

Convenors: 
Mr Jordan Ralph, PhD Candidate, Flinders University  
Dr Alice Gorman, Senior Lecturer, Flinders University 

Representations of material objects and places in film, photography, literature and art, 
where the creator depicts material culture to project familiar (human) messages about 
universal but personal experiences, often have a disrupting impact on audiences. The 
creative process uses visual, auditory, and imaginary senses to bring other worlds into 
existence. We invite contributions that explore the entanglement of humans and material 
culture as depicted in various media. We are particularly interested in papers that provide 
nuanced perspectives on human experiences by drawing upon representations of 
materiality outside the archaeological community. How is the entanglement of humans and 
things portrayed in various media? These representations can bring out different aspects of 



 
material culture which network with webs of metaphor, metonymy and meaning. In 
methodological approaches to the contemporary past, these representations can serve to 
disrupt more traditional interpretations of archaeological evidence, and can enrich our 
understanding of the contemporary human experience. For example, what role does the 
material world play in mediating human experiences within those depictions, particularly 
with regard to human emotion? Or, how do we infuse unspoken ideas into the material 
world, and what are the consequences of that? 

Data management in archaeology 

Convenors: 
Dr Claire Reeler, Heurist Support, University of Sydney, Australia 
Ms Katherine Thomas, PhD Student, La Trobe University 

The ease with which we can store, process and share data in archaeology has undergone an 
enormous shift in recent decades. Whilst delivering concomitant challenges for effective 
data management, the opportunities for innumerate improvements to data analysis and 
warehousing have also had disruptive effects. These improvements in the spheres of display 
and large scale data sharing have had the knock-on disruptive effects of UXD (User 
Experience Design) being a required deliverable for all stakeholders and accountability 
becoming paramount. Working with data is no longer the realm of ‘experts’, isolated in an 
unassailable cloud of technical esoterica; it is now well within the provenance of all 
interested parties. Issues of data sovereignty, equitable access to data and ‘ownership’ of 
data are some of the many concerns which can be addressed in new and creative ways. In 
this session we explore a range of responses to data management in archaeology and 
cultural heritage and its application in addressing accountability and equity in our 
profession. Those who work in the research, consulting or museums domains, as well as 
those who work with communities, all have examples of how data management and digital 
tools have transformed our interactions. 

Key words: Data management, data sovereignty, collaboration, databases 
 
 

 

  



 

Disrupting the learning dystopia: resolving the discord between 
education and industry 

Convenors: 
Dr Georgia Roberts, Postdoctoral Research Fellow, Monash University/Australian National 
University 
Ms Melissa Marshall, Research Fellow, Nulungu Research Institute, The University of Notre 
Dame  

An ensuing discussion has dominated in recent decades within Australian archaeology, 
centred on the profession’s perceived inability to train both well-rounded researchers and 
industry-ready professionals. Largely, these debates have remained unchanged, at their 
core focussed on the need to balance the teaching of theoretical knowledge of our 
discipline and those vocational skills required for its practice. As a community, it is essential 
that we begin to disrupt this scholarship dystopia and move towards an integrated learning 
ecosystem capable of fulfilling the needs of a wide range of professional outcomes. In this 
session, we invite papers which aim to explore and develop overarching strategies focussed 
on solidifying strategic ongoing relationships between education providers, industry, 
government and the broader community. 

Disrupting teaching: the introduction of digital resources, 
technology and skill-based teaching in (or outside) the classroom 

Convenors: 
Dr Sofia Samper Carro, Lecturer in Archaeology, Australian National University 
Dr Catherine Frieman, Senior Lecturer, Australian National University 
Dr Katrina Grant, Lecturer, Australian National University 
Dr Terhi Nurmikko-Fuller, Lecturer, Australian National University 

Since the publication of John Mulvaney's germinal book Prehistory of Australia, the 
application of techniques borrowed from geological, chemical and physical sciences have 
contributed to the development of archaeology as a scientific discipline in this country. New 
theoretical approaches also provide new ways to address traditional hypotheses. However, 
formal archaeological teaching practices habitually fail to integrate these advances and 
innovations, with curricula design rarely deviating from the traditional lecture in which the 
lecturer’s voice and authority are central. Fortunately, the implementation of new teaching 
perspectives, such as flipped-classrooms or facilitator model practices are beginning to show 
ways in which course design can embrace student-centred approaches. 
 
This session proposes to discuss and to present these sorts of disruptive pedagogies. We 



 
welcome presentations based on case studies, outside-the-classroom practices, skills-based 
or practical teaching components, and examples of the innovative use of digital resources 
and technology to enhance student experience and learning and to place students at the 
centre of the classroom. We will also consider non-formal presentations, such as round 
table discussions and audience-centred talks.  

After ‘Archaeology in Practice’: Student research in archaeology 
and cultural heritage management 

Convenors: 
Ms Clara Rose Santilli, South Australian Representative of AzaA, Flinders University of SA & 
AAA 
Dr Daryl Wesley, Postgraduate Coordinator, Flinders University of South Australia 

An extraordinary and excitingly diverse range of research topics are pursued by students in 
archaeology and cultural heritage management. Disseminate your research results to an 
audience of archaeologists at Australia’s annual conference. This session focusses on 
student research and provides an opportunity to speak alongside a group of your peers. We 
support and encourage student researchers at all levels to present a paper on their research 
in any area of archaeology and cultural heritage management from national and 
international contexts. Presenting in this forum allows you to develop important skills at 
communicating your research results. Presentations will be a maximum of 10 minutes with 5 
minutes for questions. 
 

 

  



 

Beyond the (Pre) History of Australia 

Convenor: 
Dr Michael Slack, President, Australian Archaeological Association, Australia 

This session takes the opportunity to reflect on how archaeology has developed as a 
discipline and as a community in the 50 years since John Mulvaney published his landmark 
Prehistory of Australia. How has archaeology disrupted and continued to disrupt 
understandings of the past and ourselves? How have our understandings of people and 
transformation in Australia changed in the last 50 years? How has archaeology disrupted 
our dominant paradigms in archaeological method and theory? How has the culture of 
archaeological practice changed? 
 
Six papers covering some of the themes of the Prehistory of Australia are proposed;  

 the past uncovered and ownership  
 dating the past  
 changing landscapes  
 stone tool innovations 
 rock art 
 summary paper 

Culturally appropriate science - the use of geophysical tools to 
assist Indigenous communities with protecting country 

Convenors: 
Dr Emma St Pierre, Senior Archaeologist, GPR Co-ordinator, Virtus Heritage, Australia 
Prof Lawrence Conyers, Department Chair, and Director of Graduate Program, University of 
Denver, Colorado 
Mr Jason Jia, Cultural Heritage Ranger, Mapoon Land and Sea Rangers 

Indigenous unmarked graves and cemeteries have very little records if any or formal 
boundaries and fencing and protecting the resting places of the 'old people' is an ongoing 
concern for many recent generations of Indigenous families. The legacy of colonialism has 
led to many communities’ loss of or partial loss of knowledge of their 'traditional' burial 
grounds and post-contact burials and cemeteries, as well as the locations of massacre sites. 
Some Indigenous communities have looked to science to provide culturally appropriate 
tools, that are non-invasive such as ground-penetrating radar (GPR) and magnetometry to 
assist with mapping and identifying graves and cemeteries. The purpose of this session will 
be to provide examples in Australia of the use of culturally appropriate science to assist 



 
Indigenous communities with continuing cultural law and practices and protecting their old 
people's resting places, drawing on examples from different areas of Australia. A focus will 
be on which tools are most appropriate for what types of ground and burial conditions. In 
particular the use of multiple methods will be stressed, and the production of models from 
known graves that can be used to identify those elsewhere where there are no surface 
markers present. 

#MeToo: Protecting diversity and exploring everyday negotiations 
of gender, race, space, and place in Australian archaeology 

Convenors: 
Ms Peta Straiton, PhD Candidate, Flinders University 
Dr Alice Gorman, Senior Lecturer, Flinders University 

The #MeToo movement is about more than sexual harassment. The movement carries 
lessons for all industries and organisations, big and small, on the necessity of dealing 
effectively with workplace misconduct which serves to reinforce traditional power 
hierarchies. Archaeology in Australia is not immune to occurrences such as those revealed 
by the #MeToo movement, and all professionals have a responsibility to be aware of these 
issues so they can work together to improve conditions. In this session we build on the 
ground breaking work which commenced with the Women in Archaeology conferences in 
the 1990s. These conferences generated a dialogue around how power, gender and race 
structured archaeological investigations and industry practices. We invite papers which 
respond to this movement by exploring gendered and intersectional negotiations of 
everyday lives and politics in the everyday places we work, visit and experience, as well as 
those that examine and discuss methods of moving forward to create safe working and 
learning environments for all. We welcome participation from students and professionals of 
all genders and backgrounds. 

 

  



 

From the mountains to the sea: Indigenous and archaeological 
experiences of cultural (counter) mapping and managing cultural 
landscapes 

Convenors: 
Dr Mary-Jean Sutton, Company Director, Principal Archaeologist, Virtus Heritage, Australia 
Mr Robert Appo, Indigenous Custodians 
Ms Leweena Williams, CEO, Tweed Byron LALC 

Counter mapping has evolved in Australia from Peluso's (1995) early study of forests in 
Indonesia to Byrne and Nugent (2004)'s post contact heritage study of Manning Valley with 
Biripi people as a form of mapping social and cultural values of Indigenous communities 
which challenges and can undermine existing power structures of "social and political 
geographies" (Harrison 2011). In Australian, interactive GIS maps and cultural heritage 
management plans and studies (often for local government) have been developed by 
Indigenous communities and archaeologists and other specialists/Councils to map oral 
histories, cultural knowledge and stories, historical archival information and tangible 
archaeological sites as well as natural features and vistas of cultural values (for example, 
Tweed Shire Council's Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Management Plan (2018); GHD and 
Virtus Heritage, 2018, ; Thomas, E. J. and A. Ross. 2018). Counter mapping has become more 
wide stream in archaeological and cultural heritage discourse over the last decade, and in 
this session we reflect on how cultural mapping has changed archaeological discourse and 
also the challenges and benefits it has provided for Indigenous collaborators, instigators of 
these mapping projects and broader communities. In this session, are inviting presenters to 
share and discuss examples of counter mapping (cultural mapping projects), their 
experiences, knowledge, tools and management plans and studies, through papers, and end 
the session with an interactive panel discussion with invited Elders and academics to assist 
with steering the discussion. 

  



 

Remote sensing, GIS, and the integration of spatial technologies 

Convenors: 
Ms Katherine Thomas, PhD Student, La Trobe University 
Dr Kelsey Lowe, Research Fellow, University of Queensland 

The integration of spatial technologies into cultural heritage management and 
archaeological research is a significant disruptive change to the discipline. New ways to 
visualise the past, including non-invasive alternatives to excavation, have revolutionised the 
theory and practice of archaeology. Concomitantly, cartesian, linear, and environmentally-
driven modelling outputs alter fieldwork structure and result. The session aims to discuss 
the impact of using spatial technologies as both a unifying and disruptive force within 
archaeology. Corollary to this main aim is the subsidiary session focus on case studies for 
best practice integrating spatial data. This session welcomes all papers on spatial 
technologies, particularly GIS projects that incorporate geophysics, remote sensing, and 
aerial photogrammetry. 

Keywords: Remote sensing, geophysics, GIS, magnetometry, spatial, technology 
 

Culturally Modified Trees in the Archaeological Record 

Convenors: 
Dr David Tutchener , Archaeologist / Heritage Advisor, Bunurong Land Council Aboriginal 
Corporation, Australia 
Dr Alice Buhrich, Principle, TROPX 

Culturally Modified Trees (CMTs) have often played a secondary role to other place types in 
the interpretation of cultural landscapes. However, as cultural marks on living entities, CMTs 
contain unique bio-cultural values that also face destruction from development, fire, 
animals, rot and a range of other natural factors. Consequently, CMTs are shorter lived in 
the archaeological record and our chance to record and interpret these places is rapidly 
disappearing. 
 
This session aims to provide a platform for researchers from various regions to discuss the 
importance of CMTs within Indigenous lifeways. The broad nature of this session creates a 
space for the discussion of CMTs that were recorded within academia, Aboriginal land 
management and cultural heritage sectors in order to facilitate a greater understanding of 
these places during both our pre-colonial and colonial past. 
 
We are asking for people to present anything they have regarding CMTs, as there is much 
unpublished in this area. We are encouraging submissions regarding community 



 
perspectives, recording methods, landscape use, project results, consulting reports and 
related studies of material culture. The breadth of this session will hopefully facilitate not 
only a greater understanding of this place type but also create a network of people 
interested in this study area. 

Before Cook: The archaeology of European and island Southeast 
Asian interactions with Australia prior to 1770 

Convenors: 
Dr Daryl Wesley , Research Fellow, Archaeology, College of Humanities, Arts and Social 
Sciences, Australia 
A/Prof Wendy van Duivenvoorde, Associate Professor in Maritime Archaeology, College of 
Humanities, Arts and Social Sciences 

This session presents the most recent research projects related to the archaeology of 
interactions with Australia prior to 1770. The session sets out to contribute to our 
understanding of Europeans and others that may have been active in the Australasian 
region in the 17th and 18th centuries through the unique window into the past provided by 
both maritime and terrestrial archaeological sites and historic research. This includes 
evidence of those elusive encounters between island Southeast Asians and Indigenous 
people in northern Australia. Outcomes to date have included new interpretations of 
significant European, Asian and Australian histories and sites. 

A river is more than an amenity, it is a treasure: People and Rivers 
in the Driest Inhabited Continent on Earth 

Convenors: 
Mr Doug Williams, PhD Candidate, Griffith University, Access Archaeology and Heritage Pty 
Ltd, Australia 
Dr Michael Westaway, Senior Research Fellow, Griffith University 
Mr Badger Bates 

“A river is more than an amenity, it is a treasure. It offers a necessity of life that must be 
rationed among those who have power over it”. Oliver Wendell Holmes Jr. 1931 
 
“When they take the water from a Barkandji person, they take our blood. They’re killing us… 
our elders are giving up and dying. Then our young people are committing suicide and it’s 
hurting, because of the river”. William ‘Badger’ Bates, 2017. 
 
The devastating fish kills of summer 2018-19 in the Darling River caused an outpouring of 



 
anger and anguish from a wide spectrum of the community and the attention of the nation 
has been drawn to the inland rivers and our interaction with them. This massive natural 
system in operation for millennia is seemingly on the brink of collapse barely a century since 
the commencement of irrigated agriculture in Australia. On the driest inhabited continent 
on earth, where rivers must surely be treasures, what is archaeology telling us about the 
interaction of people and rivers and/or between people who need them? While 
presentations with a focus on western NSW and/or its river systems are especially 
encouraged, this session seeks a broad range of papers with rivers and associated 
landscapes as their common thread. 

Novel method development in Australian Archaeological Science – 
disrupting the one-size-fits-all mentality 

Convenors: 
Dr Rachel Wood, Senior Lecturer, Australian National University, Australia 
Dr Jillian Huntley, Research Fellow, Griffith University 

The diverse, remote and often extreme environments which make up the geographically 
large and geophysically varied Australian continent create challenges for the application of 
scientific techniques. For example, organic preservation is often poor hindering extraction of 
DNA and proteins, and isoscapes, and more broadly physicochemical characterization of 
variation in landscape features, are not yet fully understood. Australia has the privilege of 
hosting the longest continuing cultural traditions on the planet, with archaeological 
materials inseparably intertwined in continuing cultural practice and custodial 
responsibilities, often leading to a pressing requirement for non- or minimally-destructive 
sampling.  
 
The majority of archaeological science work has been undertaken in the temperate regions 
of Europe and North America, and so many scientific techniques are not appropriate for 
Australian environments, landscapes and communities. As a result, new scientific 
techniques may need to be developed, or existing techniques modified. This session will 
explore how the challenges in Australian archaeological science are being faced, outlining 
exciting developments in techniques, and explore the wealth of indigenous knowledge 
about the Australian environment that provides a globally exceptional opportunity for two 
way learning. 


