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Australian Values and Participatory Citizenship:
Educational Approaches in Countering Violent Extremism

Education plays a preeminent role in the socialisation of young people and their moral development.
Consequently, education features strongly in the counter-radicalisation programmes of some States
including the UK, Netherlands, Austria and Belgium. In Australia, the political discourse on violent
extremism and the current phenomenon of foreign fighters constructs opposition to Western
democratic values as a main driver to ‘Islamist inspired’ violent extremism. As a result, education
interventions to counter violent extremism are construed as those that focus on the teaching in schools
of subjects that promote values seen to be wholly and exclusively the domain of Western democracy:
values of tolerance, understanding and freedom. These programs are valuable in their own right, but
reflect some of the problems of the broader policy approach to preventing violent extremism that
assume that violent extremism can be prevented by values based education and democratic
participation. While the popular assumption is that a lack of opportunity for democratic participation
is a root cause of violent extremism because violence is seen to be a last resort tool of the politically
oppressed, the literature is inconclusive. Programs that aim at preventing violent extremism are better
placed focussing on the kinds and forms of political participation available to Muslim youth. In an
environment where Muslims have been excluded from participation in the public sphere, Australian
Muslims are turning to alternative modes of political participation and finding new ways of engaging in
political debates about their citizenship rights. This paper will draw on research and experience to
present a framework for embedding countering violent extremism in educational approaches.




