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Department of Employment— specifically constructed by her for this research.

Co-Author:
Katy A. Smith, Australian National University, Centre for Aboriginal Economic Policy Research,
College of Arts & Social Sciences

What are Key Obstacles to Social Cohesion?

Social cohesion, its conceptualisation and measurement continues to be hotly debated by academics
and policy makers alike. One fundamental ingredient to a cohesive society is the extent to which its
community members have equal access to resources, including to education, employment or
housing.

One population who are particularly vulnerable to social exclusion are youth for whom transition
from education to stable full-time employment has become increasingly challenging and protracted.
In Australia, for example, in 2014, almost one in four of all 16 to 24 year olds relied on welfare as a
main source of income. For Indigenous youth, the figure is even more stark, with over half of all 16 to
24 year olds relying on income support.

Over 14 per cent of all young welfare recipients have been assessed as vulnerable— one in two of
those for living with a disability, and one in four for homelessness. The remaining vulnerable youth
consist of those who are recent migrants, those who have been exposed to domestic violence, those
who were released from prison or those who have significant caring roles.

Using Research and Evaluation administrative data from Department of Employment, we examine
income support exits among youth at risk of social exclusion by their characteristics and types of
vulnerability.




